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THE HONORABLE 

DANNY M. WOOD 
SOVEREIGN GRAND MASTER 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

 
2015-2016 OFFICERS 

OF 

THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE, I.O.O.F. 
 

Danny M. Wood, TX Sovereign Grand Master 
Commander-in-Chief 

W. Larry Ferguson, WV Deputy Sovereign Grand Master 
John A. Miller Sr., CT Sovereign Grand Warden 
Terry L. Barrett, IL Sovereign Grand Secretary 

Executive Adjutant General 
Harless A. Turner, WV Sovereign Grand Treasurer 
W. H. ‘Bill’ Guy, TX Sovereign Grand Marshal 
Stanford T. ‘Taka’ Shiroma, HI Sovereign Grand Conductor 
Robert E. Castleman, CO Sovereign Grand Chaplain 
Michelle L. Heckart, IA Sovereign Grand Musician 
David Deloney, WA Sovereign Grand Guardian 

Vincent J. Braucci, CT Sovereign Grand Messenger 
Brig. Gen. J. Walker Houchins, NC Aide-de-Camp 
Jimmy C. Humphrey, GA Past Sovereign Grand Master 



MOTTO: 
 DEEP ROOTS BUILD STRONG BRANCHES! 
 
EMBLEMS: 
 The Mighty Oak Tree and a Bundle of Sticks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THEME: Unity. 
 
SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 12:14-26 

   “...one body, many parts…” 
  ‘one tree — many limbs! 

one Order — many branches’ 
 

PROGRAM: All youth programs no matter which 

one: United Nations Pilgrimage, Lodges, 

Clubs or Groups.  YOUTH IS OUR 

FUTURE. 

 

CHALLENGE: For each Brother and Sister to take to 

heart the watch words of our Order and 

work together in UNITY. 
 

GOAL: To have Brothers and Sisters working as 

one to increase membership through 

Community involvement. 
 
GUIDES: Bible and Ritual 
 

SONG: The Tree of Peace 

 The Yellow Rose of Texas 

 

FLOWER: Yellow Rose 

 

DEDICATION: My year is dedicated to Fort Worth 

Lodge No. 251 as well as all of my 

friends that have supported and 

encouraged me along this wonderful 

journey and last but surely not least my 

wonderful wife and family without 

their support I could never have done 

this—THANK YOU all. 



 
 

 

KATHY SHARY 
PRESIDENT—I.A.R.A. 

 

EMBLEM: 
 The Bell — to ring out 

the praises of Rebekah 
Odd Fellowship! 

 
 
 
 

 

2015-2016 OFFICERS 
OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF REBEKAH ASSEMBLIES, I.O.O.F. 

 
Kathy Shary, MI President 
Joyce P. Link, CA Vice President 
Linda L. Thompson, AZ Warden 
Vivian W. Pursell, FL Secretary 
S. Sue Zylstra, IA Treasurer 
Betty L. Smith, MI Marshal 
Bernita Roberts, VA Conductor 
Karen M. Messmer, MI Chaplain 
Mary Holtby, SK Musician 
Connie Miller, CT Guardian 
Mira Pittman, CO Guardian 
Sharon L. Burt, TX Immediate Past President 



MOTTO: Share the future by extending your 
hand in Friendship. 

 
 
THEME: Take time to be a Friend. 
 
 
AIM: Together, we make a difference. 
 
 
GUIDE: Rebekah Creed 
 
 
FLOWERS: American Wild flowers 
 
 
COLORS: Green and Yellow 
 
 
SONGS: Make Me a Blessing 
 I’m Glad That I’m a Rebekah 
 
 
HYMNS: This is my Father’s World 
 Precious Lord 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 9:1 

I will give thanks to the Lord 
with my whole heart; I will tell of 
all your wonderful deeds. 

 
 
DEDICATION: I dedicate this year to my family 

and friends who have always given their full 
support and to the Jurisdiction of Michigan 
who have opened their arms and embraced me 
in their friendship. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL EMIL R. SUDER 
GENERAL COMMANDING 

 
2015-2016 OFFICERS 

OF THE 

GENERAL MILITARY COUNCIL 
PATRIARCHS MILITANT 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 

Gen. Emil R. Suder, WV  ...............................  General Commanding 
Lt. Gen. Daniel E. Mathews, PNW  ..  Deputy General Commanding 
Maj. Gen. Richard L. ‘Ken’ Lasswell, IN  ..............  Executive Officer 
Maj. Gen. Clement H. Olson, NY  ........................  Adjutant General 
Maj. Gen. Marie Greger-Smith, IN .............  Quartermaster General 
Lt. Gen. David Schoolcraft, WV  .................................  Chief of Staff 
Maj. Gen. John C. Roberts, VA  .................  Military Advisor – USA 
Maj. Gen. James Haighway, ON  ........... Military Advisor – Canada 
Maj. Gen. Michael Stein  ....................  Military Advisor – Denmark 
Maj. Gen. Stefán B. Veturlidason  ..........  Military Advisor – Iceland 
Maj. Gen. Oscar B. Alcantara  ...................  Military Advisor – Cuba 
Maj. Gen. Jeanne A. Reynolds, MN  ...................  Inspector General 
Brig. Gen. Rocky Arrasmith, OK  ............................. Medical Officer 
Brig. Gen. Gordon W. Friedrick, SK  ......................  Judge Advocate 
Brig. Gen. Lance Haley, TX  ..............................  Chief of Equipment 
Brig. Gen. Michael Bowers, VA  ...........................  Chaplain General 
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Brower, TN  ..................................  Bannerette 
Brig. Gen. Glenn L. Adcock, VA  ................................  Aide de Camp 
Brig. Gen. Dean Beckstein, MI  ..................................  Aide de Camp 
Brig. Gen. Edward A. Foreman Jr., MAR  .............................  Bugler 
B/G J. Walker Houchins, NC  .....  Aide de Camp – Comm.-in-Chief 
Gen. Donald R. Thomas, KY  .................  General Commanding (R) 
Lt. Gen. S. Ray Johnson, IN  ...  Grand Representative to The S.G.L. 
Lady Roseann Turner, WV  .......................  Ambassador of Goodwill 



THEME: Working Together for the Good of the Order. 
 

MOTTO: BUILDING A TEAM 
 
AIM: To increase awareness and promote 

membership into the Patriarchs Militant 
Army.  Members must be proud of being a 
Chevalier or Lady and encourage others to 

become involved in a worthwhile branch of 
Odd Fellowship. 

 
GOAL: Increase Pride and Membership 
 
GUIDES: The Holy Bible, Rituals, By-laws, and Code of 

General Laws 
 
FLOWERS: The Red Rose and Yellow Lilac 
 
COLORS: Black, Gold, and Purple 
 
HYMNS: Amazing Grace 
 
SONGS: Share the Land, The Guess Who (1970) 
 Wind Beneath My Wings, Bette Midler (1988) 
 Winds of Change, Scorpions (1989) 
 
Scriptures: I Corinthians 12:14-16 

 Hebrews 10:24-25 
 
EMBLEMS: Oak Leaf, PM Emblem, Three Links, and the 

Acorn 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

DEDICATION: I dedicate this exciting and wonderful 
year to all my brothers and sisters who have 
faith in me.  Without you, I would not be here.  
I dedicate much of this year to my friends, my 
family, and more importantly, my fraternal 
family throughout the world. 

 
PROJECTS: United Nations Educational Pilgrimage. 
 Gesundheit Institute—Dr. Patch Adams 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Corinthians-12-14_12-16/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=ESV


 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LADY CATHY DOUB 
PRESIDENT—I.A.L.A.P.M. 

 

2015-2016 OFFICERS 
OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
LADIES AUXILIARIES PATRIARCHS MILITANT I.O.O.F. 

 

Lady Cathy Doub, CA President 

Lady Tracy L. Boyer, WV 1st Vice President 
Lady Estella Crowder, ON 2nd Vice President 

Lady Judy G. Gordon, VA Secretary 

Lady Joyce M. Higgins, NNE Treasurer 
Lady Ruth Schuyler, CA Officer of the Day 

Lady Jamie Rafter, IA Officer of the Guard 

Lady Betty Jean Reasoner, CA Right Aide to the President 
Lady Clara Kay Thompson, IL Color Sergeant 

Lady Michelle Jones, CO U.S. Color Bearer 

Lady Maureen Kamp, ON Canadian Color Bearer 
Lady Faye Brothers, TX International Banner Bearer 

Lady Judy D. Brown, VA President’s Banner Bearer 
Lady Roxie M. Allen, NNE Color Guard #1 

Lady Ruth A. Good, PA Color Guard #2 

Lady Diana Merritt, IN Chaplain 
Lady Patricia P. Wilson, ON Musician 

Lady Marcia L. LaVan, PA Bannerette 

Lady Vivien Kosmann, WY Sentry 
Lady Sharon M. Harris, VA Picket 

Lady Joyce Dickinson, NY Honor Guard #1 

Lady Barbara Bateman, IN Honor Guard #2 
Lady Alice D. Legg, NY Honor Guard #3 

Lady Betty Wrenfrow, CO Honor Guard #4 

Lady Ernestine Olson, CA Honor Guard #5 
Lady Marsha Johnson, KS Honor Guard #6 

Lady Ernestine Olson, CA Historian 

Lady Kathryn E. Bellmore, ON Assistant Secretary 
Lady Anna Eells, MN Hospital Matron 

Lady Sandra M. Brown, VA Soloist 

Lady Judith K. ‘Judy’ Sarnes, IL Ambassador of Goodwill 
Lady Kathrine Henderson, OH Right Aide to the Chaplain 

Lady Kathryn E. Bellmore, ON Right Aide to the 2nd VP 

Lady Carol Schoolcraft, WV Immediate Past President 
Lady Cleone Fansler, WV Right Aide to the Past President 



THEME: Join the Greatest Organization in the World, 
Muster in One or More new Recruits into the 
Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant. 

 
MOTTO: You’ve got to stick your head out in order to 

move forward. 
 
AIM: Build up our Order. 
 
MASCOT: Desert Tortoise. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GUIDES: Bible and Ritual 
 
COLORS: Red, White and Blue 
 
 
EMBLEM: Red, White, Blue Heart 

with White Rose and 

Stars. 
 
 
FLOWERS: Red, White, Purple and Pink roses 
 
SONGS: I Believe 

 Little Things Mean a Lot 
 Wind Beneath My Wings 
 God Bless the USA 
 
HYMNS: Let There be Peace on Earth 
 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
 The Old Rugged Cross 
 
SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 13:4 

Love is patient and kind.  Love is not 
jealous or boastful or proud or rude. 

 

PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer 
 
DEDICATION: I dedicate this year to all of the Lodges 

and Auxiliaries that I belong to, my 
family and last but not least my loving 
husband Ed.  I love you all. 

 
PROJECTS: I.A.L.A.P.M. Treasury/Travel 
 United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth 
 Visual Research Foundation 



GOALS 
 

 Each member to recruit one new member 

 Increase membership in each unit of our Order. 

 Through community involvement 

 Through public awareness 

 Continue to take actions to implement the five year 
plan 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

AWARDS FOR SPONSORING NEW MEMBERS 
 

 “I Got One” button to each sponsor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 $25.00 to the I.O.O.F. program of the sponsors 
choice for sponsoring 10 new members into the 
Order—in the sponsors name. 

 

 PM/LAPM AWARDS 

Sponsor one (1) new member: ribbon bar 
2 new members: add 1 bronze oak leaf 
Add a bronze oak leaf for each additional 2 

 
January 1, 2016—December 31, 2016 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 
 

 To all new members a ‘three link’ pin 

 To the Unit sponsoring the most new members a ‘3 
link’ rug. 

 To the Grand Body with the largest net gain a 
plaque. 

 

 Units being instituted will receive an altar Bible 
and Institution Kit from the International Leaders 
upon notification from the Grand Body secretarial 
officer.  Please send name and number, date of 
institution and location to: The Sovereign Grand 
Lodge, I.O.O.F., 422 Trade Street NW, Winston-
Salem, NC  27101 



 
 
 
 
 

‘DEEP ROOTS’ 
AWARDS 

 
For outstanding performance by a Unit 

promoting Odd Fellowship through a community 
project. 

 
For outstanding performance by an individual 

member promoting Odd Fellowship through a 
public awareness program. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The OAK Tree—A Message of Encouragement 
 
A mighty wind blew night and day. 

It stole the oak tree’s leaves away, 

then snapped its boughs and pulled its bark 
Until the oak was tired and stark. 

While other trees fell all around. 
 

The weary wind gave up and spoke, 
“How can you still be standing, Oak?” 

The oak tree said, “I know that you 
Can break each branch of mine in two, 

Carry every leaf away, Shake my limbs, and make me sway. 
But I have roots stretched in the earth, 

Growing stronger since my birth. 
You’ll never touch them, for you see 

They are the deepest part of me. 
Until today, I wasn’t sure 

Of just how much I could endure 
But now I’ve found, with thanks to you, 

I’m stronger than I ever knew.” 
 

Whatever it is that you are going through...try to remember 
that you’re stronger than any problem you encounter or any 
disappointment life will bring … I’m thinking of you … 
believing in you … and caring for you. 
 

And they shall be called Oaks of Righteousness a planting 

of the Lord for the display of His splendor...Isaiah 61:1-3 



BUILD STRONG BRANCHES! 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: by involving your 

Lodge in Community activities and civic projects; 
through this involvement we will increase 
awareness of Odd Fellowship in our Communities.  
Branch out into your community, be part of the  
community. 

 

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 
 

Support the projects of the Order: 
United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth 
I.O.O.F. Educational Foundation 
Visual Research Foundation 
Hunger & Disaster 
Living Legacy 
Arthritis (Foundation and Society) 
I.O.O.F. SOS Children’s Village—Cambodia 

 

Support local projects:. 
 

In addition certificates will be awarded for  
participation in local projects: Scholarships; Drug 
Awareness Programs; and Community Project(s) of 
your choice. 

See the I.O.O.F. News — issues of March-April 
& May-June for the reporting forms. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The Honorable Danny M. Wood 817.343.8875 
Sovereign Grand Master 

319 Campbell Ln. 
Springtown, TX  76082-3860 dannymwo@yahoo.com 
 
Kathy Shary 248.446.0192 

President—I.A.R.A. 
405 Walnut Dr. 
South Lyon, MI  48178 kaybells1@aol.com 
 

Gen. Emil R. Suder 304.621.4257 
General Commanding 

RR 1 Box 97-1 
Montrose, WV  26283 esuder@ioofpm.org 

 
Lady Cathy Doub 760.955.1876 

President—I.A.L.A.P.M. 
PO Box 1004 

Adelanto, CA  92301 rebekah.cal.nv@gmail.com 



Contacts 
 
Membership 

Jon R. Petersen 
5469A E Hwy 14 (870) 704-9532 

Lead Hill, AR  72644 jjpleadhill@gmail.com 
 
 

Educational Foundation 
R. Kenneth Babb, Ex. Dir. 
PO Box 20455 (336) 724-5116 

Winston-Salem, NC  27120 F (336) 724-5116 
 RKBabb1@BellSouth.net 

 
 

United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth 

Janet L. Bruce, Ex. Dir. 
205 Hastings Way SW (888) 247-4983 
Poplar Grove, IL  61065-9090 F: (815) 765-2011 
 unpinc@unpilgrimage.org 
 

Mail donations and fees to: 
I.O.O.F. United Nations Educational 

Pilgrimage for Youth, Inc. 
422 Trade Street NW 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 F (336) 722-7317 

 
 

Visual Research Foundation 
Kenneth D. Higgins, Chm. 
PO Box 336 (573) 642-3573 
Fulton, MO  65251 kennethhiggins@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mail donations to: 
Odd Fellows & Rebekahs VRF I.O.O.F. 

422 Trade Street NW 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 
 
 

Arthritis Advisory Board 

Clarence Plant, Chm. 
104 Randolph Road (508) 852-7702 
Worcester, MA  01606 cplant@oddfellowshome.com 
 

Mail Donations to: your local Arthritis Foundation or Society 
 
 

The SGL/IARA JYC 

James R. Daniel, Chm. 
1826 N Emerson (903) 574-1337 
Tyler, TX  75702 
 jrdglyc@live.com 
 
 

I.O.O.F. SOS Children’s Village 
Mail donations to: 

The SGL I.O.O.F.—SOS 

422 Trade Street NW 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
2015 
 

September 20 164th Anniversary of the 
 Rebekah Degree 
September 24 130th Anniversary of the 
 Patriarchs Militant Degree 
 
October Odd Fellows & Rebekahs UNP Month 

 Take UNP info to the local schools. 
 Set your goal number of Delegates. 

Make your donations of $5.00 for 
‘Feed the Delegates’ certificates. 

October 17 Pilgrimage to Wildey Gravesite, 
 Greenmount Cemetery, 

 Baltimore, MD 
 
November 4 114th Anniversary of the L.A.P.M. 
November 14 Testimonial Banquet— 
 The Honorable 
 Danny M. Wood 

 Sovereign Grand Master 
 Forth Worth, Texas 
 
 
2016 
 
January 15 Anniversary of the Birthday of 

 Thomas Wildey, 
 founder of our Order. 
January 15 UNP Delegate holding fee due— 
  1/2 cost of tour. 
 
February Educational Foundation Month 

 Certificates available to Lodges 
making $1.00 per member donations. 

February 20 Testimonial Banquet— 
 Lady Cathy Doub 
 President-IALAPM 
 Reno, Nevada 
 
March Arthritis Month 
 Plan a fund raiser and receive a 

certificate. 
March 12 Testimonial Banquet— 
 Gen. Emil R. Suder 

 General Commanding, G.M.C. 
 White Sulphur Springs, WV 
 



March 23 Anniversary of the birthday of 
 Schuyler Colfax, author of the 

Degree of Rebekah. 
 

April “Living Legacy Month” 
 ‘Plant a Tree 
 for One Who comes after Me’ 
April 1 UNP Delegate Registration forms due. 
 UNP Delegate fee balance due. 
April 2 Testimonial Banquet— 

 Kathy Shary 
 President—IARA 
 Romulus, Michigan 
April 16 ‘MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY’ 
April 26 197th Anniversary of the founding of the 

Order in North America. 

 
May Visual Research Foundation Month 
 Certificates available to Lodges 

making $1.00 per member donations. 
May 8 Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the 
 Unknowns, Arlington National 

Cemetery, Arlington, VA 
May 15 Educational Foundation 
 Scholarship deadline. 
 
June 5 Wreath Laying Ceremony, Canadian 

War Memorial, Ottawa, ON 

June 14 I.O.O.F. Memorial Day 
 
August 13-13 International Youth Days 
 —Rapid City, SD 
August 15-19 Annual Sessions of: 
 The Sovereign Grand Lodge, 

 International Association of 
  Rebekah Assemblies, 
 General Military Council, & 
 International Association of Ladies 

Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 
 —Rapid City, SD 

 



HEADQUARTERS OF 
 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
422 N Trade Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 
ioofthesgl@ioof.org 

336.725.5955 
800.235.8358 
336.722.7317—Fax 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thomas Wildey Museum and Library 
 
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Hunger and Disaster Fund 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

International Association 
of Rebekah Assemblies, I.O.O.F. 800.766.1838 

422 Trade Street—Ste. R 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101 336.725.6037 

seciara422@gmail.com F: 336.773.1066 
 
Schuyler Colfax Museum 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

General Military Council, P.M., I.O.O.F. 
7243 Wilrose Court 
North Tonawanda, NY  14120.1482 716.692.1929 

caolson1@verizon.net 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
International Association 
Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant, I.O.O.F. 
3136 Richard Avenue NE 
Roanoke, VA  24012-6323 540.981.0143 

jj1947@aol.com 

 


